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Organic Agriculture Field Tour to be held May 26

A field tour featuring organic agriculture practices will be held on Tuesday, May 26 at the Paul Huenefeld farm between
Giltner and Aurora.

The tour will begin at 1:00 pm with a demonstration of flaming of weeds in crop fields. Following the flaming demonstra-
tion, the use of manure composting and crop interseeding in organic production will be explained and demonstrated —
weather permitting. Although the afternoon event is focused primarily on use of these practices in certified organic produc-
tion, they can be also be used in conventional crop production situations.

The tour site at 706 South M Road is located from the east edge of Giltner — one mile north, four east, and 3/4 north. From
the Aurora Interstate 80 exit (#332) — go 1-1/2 miles south on Highway 14, four west, and 1/4 south.

Funding for the workshops is provided by a grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund. Local support is provided
by the South Central Nebraska Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council. Additional tours and field days,
featuring organic crop and livestock production techniques are planned in central Nebraska during June.

The South Central Nebraska RC&D Council, a non-profit organization, in partnership with USDA, provides assistance with
community-based, educational, and regional projects in Adams, Buffalo, Dawson, Gosper, Hall, Hamilton, Kearney, Merrick
and Phelps county.

Contact the South Central Nebraska RC&D at 402-845-6678 or 308-379-4027 for more details about the tours or additional
assistance available with organic production or the organic certification process.

Additional field tours in the next month in central Nebraska are June 17 near Alma and Orleans - organic vegetables/
produce, June 22 near Litchfield - Organic Livestock Production and June 24 near Deweese - Organic Livestock Production
and near Hastings - Cover Crops. For additional information contact the Loup Basin RC&D in Ord (308) 346-3393
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Cauncil Corner

EQIP Assistance available for Organic
Agriculture

Alicia Toczek, Treasurer of the Loup Basin RC&D Council is
in the spotlight for “Council Corner”

Reprinted with permission from the Kearney Hub 05 21 2009

No-nonsense approach is Loup City mayor's

trademark By BETSY FRIEDRICH, Staff Writer
Kearney Hub, Kearney Nebraska

LOUP CITY, Neb. (AP) -- Alicia Toczek knew when she ran
for mayor of Loup City that if elected, she would be the
city's first woman mayor, but she didn't use that fact in
her campaign.

"I had enough other experience and background, I didn't
need anything else,” she said, laughing. Toczek was
elected in 2006. She ran on the slogan, “Faith, Hope,
Love.”

"I came up with it one day when I was coming out of
church,” she said. “I said I had faith in education and ex-
perience, hope that it would allow me to be the best I
could be and I love Loup City.”

Toczek said she got the idea to run for mayor from her
bridge group. "I always had an interest in politics and de-
cided perhaps I should put my hat out there for local gov-
ernment.”

Not everyone in her family was on board right away. "My
family figured there would be a lot of hassles and head-
aches and phone calls. There really hasn't. I always tell
people I'm at the city offices during the day. I try to get
out and about and keep an open-door policy.”

Toczek was born and grew up in Loup City. After attending
Kearney State College and working in Nebraska, Colorado
and in the Peace Corps, she moved back to Loup City,
where she bought and managed the drive-in movie theater
for 15 years.

Now she calls herself a “professional volunteer” and said
she devotes about 120 hours to her job as mayor every
month.

Toczek presides over an all-male four-member city council.
Since being sworn in, she helped organize emergency re-
sponse during January's ice storm and a successful elec-
tion for a citywide half-cent sales tax.

With the council, she started a citywide cleanup day called
Keep Loup City Beautiful. She said she also began a policy
of reciting the pledge of allegiance before each meeting as
well as a moment of silence in recognition of members of
the armed forces.

“Cauncil Corner” Continued on page 8

Farmers and ranchers who want to apply for financial assis-
tance to transition new acres to organic agriculture may
receive assistance under a new provision of the Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). The EQIP Or-
ganic Initiative is special funding

available through the Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS). This Initiative provides technical and finan-
cial support for implementing practices related to organic
production to address identified natural resource concerns.
Producers may sign up for the Organic Initiative funds
at any time at their local NRCS office. Producers are
encouraged to apply by June 12", The applications re-
ceived by June 12 will be considered first for funding, how
ever producers may continue to sign up after June 12" .
Nebraska NRCS was allocated over $1.8 million for 2009
through the Organic Initiative. The Initiative allows pro-
ducers to receive up to $20,000/year or $80,000 over six
years. EQIP may not be applied to practices that are solely
related to increasing production and are not linked to ad-
dressing an identified resource concern.

Eligible Practices and Payments

Under the Initiative, six core conservation practices will be
offered with additional payment support to address specific
resource concerns. The “Core 6” practices and payment
rates are: Conservation Crop Rotation ($41.04 - $152.43/
ac.); Cover Crop

($45.34 - $62.30/ac.); Nutrient Management ($7.95 -
$11.26/ac.); Pest Management ($9.70 - $14.55/ac.); Pre-
scribed Grazing ($11.00 - $15.76/ac.); and Forage Harvest
Management ($25.25 - $37.87/ac.). Producers wanting to
transition to organic agriculture may use any of the “Core
6” practices above. Three are available specifically for the
transition from conventional to organic agriculture: Conser-
vation Crop Rotation to transition cropland; Prescribed
Grazing to transition grazing land; and Forage Harvest
Management to transition hayland. For certified organic
producers, only Nutrient Management, Pest Management
and Cover Crops are available, unless they are expanding
their operation. In that case, all of the “Core 6” practices
would be available on the newly-added acres.

Producer Requirements

To be eligible for the EQIP Organic Initiative producers are
required to develop and carry out an organic system plan.
They must also be pursuing organic certification or be in
compliance with their current organic certification through
the National Organic Program

(NOP). To locate a certifying agent visit
www.ams.usda.gov/nop/. EQIP may not be used for any
costs related to obtaining organic certification.

More Information

For information about organic agriculture visit the Ne-
braska NRCS web site at www.ne.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/
organic_ag.html, or visit your local NRCS field

office.



http://www.ams/







Loup Basin RC&D Council Meeting Agenda

— Tuesday May 26, 2009- 7:30 P.M.
(Serving the Nebraska Counties of: Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and Wheeler)

7:30 P.M. — - Meet at Farwell - The Farwell Arms The Farwell Arms
Joseph & Tina Standeven
1. Introductions - 102 Nesbit Avenue
Farwell NE 68838
2. Minutes of the April 27, 2009 meeting Pho.ne: (308) 336 3287 (888) 454-1124
Email: thefarwellarms@yahoo.com
3. Treasurer’s Report -

4. Guests
5. Staff Reports -

6. Committee Reports -

A. Ag Diversity

1. Organic Workshop
B. 15 County Bio-friendly
C. Tourism

7. President’s Report -

8. Old Business -

A. Household Hazardous Waste

9. New Business -

Project - Renewable Energy Camp - Hands on - update

Endowment

By-Laws of the Loup Basin RC&D Council - Amended 2009 (vote on recommended changes)
Keep Loup Basin Beautiful Board - Update members

Raspberry Workshop-Close out project

Household Hazardous Waste-Close out project

Fax machines - Recycle

OmmOO® >

10. Announcements -

11. Next Meeting — Tuesday June 30, 2009



Loup Basin RC&D Council Meeting Minutes

— Tuesday April 27, 2009 - 2:04 P.M.
(Covering the Nebraska Counties of: Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and Wheeler)

2:04 P.M. Greeley County Courthouse

In Attendance: Sheila Luoma, Bob Broweleit, Dale Melia, Janet Sanders, Linda Studnicka, Richard Bolli,
Dean Rasmussen, David Sawyer, Doug Wrede, Brenda Kehler

1st Vice President Dale Melia - Called the meeting to order at 2:04 P.M. and welcomed everyone attending the meeting.
1. Minutes—Dean Rasmussen moved to approve the April 9, 2009 minutes Richard seconded . Minutes approved.
2. Treasurer’s Report - The accounts were reviewed by the Council. The accounts will be reviewed by the Audit Committee.

3. David Sawyer with the Burwell Economic Development stated that he has been in Burwell for almost three weeks and is
looking forward in working with the Loup Basin RC&D Council and other agencies in the area

4. Staff Reports - Linda Studnicka, Janet Sanders, LeRoy Jons and Bob Broweleit presented staff reports to the council.
5. Committee Reports

Ag Diversity - Richard gave the report of the Ag Divesity Meeting that was held on Monday April 13, 2009.
Organic workshops and tours are still being scheduled for this summer. The mobile facility for
organic slaughtering was discussed.

Tourism - Wednesday May 6, 2009 is the next Loup River Scenic Byway and Nebraska’s Junk Jaunt Meeting. The meeting will
be in St Paul.

15 County Biofriendly— Richard gave the report of the April 22, 2009 meeting. Some of meeting items reported included Nebraska
Wood-Waste Biomass and Richard Woollen’s role, Loup Valleys RPPD report from Charles Fuhrer and the
progress and ideas for the Alternative Energy Workshop in August. Dale asked Doug to attend the next
Center of Rural Affairs - renewable energy meeting.

President’s Report - Sheila and Bob reported that they had been selected to attend the National RC&D Conference that will be held
in Albuquerque New Mexico from June 14 through June 18, 2009.

6. Old Business
A. Endowment Fund- The council discussed ideas on how to proceed and promote the endowment fund.
Dale asked to add the Endowment Fund to new business on the agenda for the next meeting
B. Raspberry Workshop - Janet gave a report about the dates of the workshop and location.

7. New Business
A. Project - Renewable Energy Camp — Hands on for August. The Renewable Energy Camp Committee will be asked to
meet again to discuss the details of the camp.

8. New Additional Business

A. Certificate of Recognition - Dale read the Certificate of Recognition that had been received from the Center of Rural
Affairs thanking the Loup Basin RC&D for their sponsorship to the 2009 MarketPlace: Opening Doors to Success
Conference. A letter of appreciation from Joy L. Marshall, Event Planner was included with the certificate.

B. Outstanding Achievement - Linda announced to the council that the Ord FFA Chapter had presented the Loup Basin
RC&D Council a citation recognizing the Loup Basin RC&D for “outstanding achievement.”

C. Post-card from Center of Rural Affairs - Dale read a postcard received from the Center of Rural Affairs in regard to
funding levels for the family farm and rural business programs.

D. Letter writing campaign - Linda informed the Council that she had been doing some letter writing to our Nebraska and
Washington D.C. constitutes in regard to keeping the RC&D program a part of the Fiscal Year 2010 budget.
She read the nice letter received from Third District Congressman, Adrian Smith.

Next Meeting - Tuesday May 26, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. will be held at The Farwell Arms in Farwell Nebraska.
Meeting Adjourned at 3:26 P.M. by 1st Vice-President, Dale Melia



Joint Meeting: Loup River Scenic Byway/Nebraska’s Junk Jaunt
RC&D Tourism Council Minutes
May 6, 2009

The regular joint meeting was held in St. Paul beginning at 10:00 A.M. with a tour of the St. Paul Historical Village, followed by
lunch at the House of Memories and meeting at the Chamber office in downtown St. Paul. The meeting was called to order by
Chairperson Marcia Keller (St. Paul) with the following members in attendance: Peggy Haskell (Burwell); Evelyn Dvorak, Mary
Ann Fredrick and Mike Feeken all of St. Paul; David Thompson (Sargent); Walter Sorensen (Cairo); Sheila Luoma (RC&D in Ord);
Twyla Witt (NE Tourism -Thedford)and Dianne Wiberg (Loup City).

Each member was given a copy of the minutes of the previous meeting held April 13, 2009. P. Haskell made a motion to approve
the minutes as written. W. Sorensen seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Peggy Haskell presented the treasurer’s report. She reported a balance on hand of $5,653.40 as of April 30, 2009. Each member
present was given a copy of the bank reconciliation, check list and CD summary to review. M. Fredrick motioned the treasurer’s
report be accepted. D. Thompson seconded the motion.

The motion carried.

BYWAY-UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Byway committee reports (pending projects)
501©3 papers — Dana Cole firm is still working on this. Patty Robertson reported to Peggy we may have to split the Junk
Jaunt and Byway due to the fact the Junk Jaunt makes a profit. The Byway could be designated as a 501©3 which would
enable people to bequeath money to it as a tax free donation. The Junk Jaunt would be named a 501©6 which means it is
similar to paying income taxes.

OLD BYWAY BUSINESS
Byway website/advertising — the new website, loupriversscenicbyway.com, is up and running. There was a discussion on
whether or not to charge businesses to advertise on the new website. One suggestion was to give each business a link as a perk
of their membership, if they want something larger or a banner type ad there would be a charge. No formal action was taken.

Report on Membership — Dianne reported we have 107 members as of May 6 and have collected $2,575.00 in dues. Peggy had
received two memberships in addition to this number.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Junk Jaunt Committee Report — Peggy reported we still need coordinators for the following towns: Grand Island, Broken
Bow, Litchfield, Scotia, Farwell and St. Libory.

NEW JUNK JAUNT BUSINESS

® Junk Jaunt rules revisited. Peggy reported she received a note from the Kearney Hub newspaper asking to submit a bid for the
printing of the Junk Jaunt Shopper Guides for 2009. E. Dvorak motioned we leave the printing as is now with Byway town busi-
nesses. D. Thompson seconded the motion. The motion carried. Copyright/trademark for name and logo. Peggy reported it was
discovered the Junk Jaunt name is a registered service name with the State of Nebraska. However, the JJ logo has not been regis-
tered. Karen Wilson from Ord will follow up on this item.

® Peggy reported she has received only 6 lodging ads for the new Shopper Guide. She suggested sending letters to towns beyond
the Byway asking for advertising. The consensus was for her to do these mailings.
Peggy reminded everyone their Junk Jaunt committees need to be out selling advertising in their respective towns.

NEW BYWAY BUSINESS

LRSB website - 101 Things to Do — the suggestion was made to use “102” things to do rather than 101 because Hwy 11 and 91
add up to 102. Towns need to send their sites, attractions and events listings to Peggy.

Byway donations “with strings” — it was decided if donations can be worked into our goals of promotion and interpretation
(education) for the Byway the donation would be accepted if not we would not accept the donation.

Sandhills Journey Visitor Center in Broken Bow grand opening. Peggy reported she attended the opening and the new center is
very impressive and well worth the time to stop.

NETA brochure swap in Hastings on May 13. The Byway registration is paid and Peggy is planning to attend. There are other
individuals from Burwell going so the Byway will not need additional volunteers.

Meeting places. Dianne reported the June meeting will be held in Burwell. She will be contacting other Byway towns about
hosting future meetings.

Continued on page 8




Continued from page 7

Each member was given a copy of a proposed Rack Card and magazine ads composed by George Ramsay with Outside Enter-
prises. The group discussed the proposed card and ads and several suggestions were made. Peggy suggested everyone
take the copy home, look it over and then email their ideas/corrections to Peggy. The rack cards and advertisements are
being done as a part of the Byway Tourism Grant budget.

RC&D TOURISM COMMITTEE

Shelia Luoma the new director at RC&D was in attendance at this meeting. Peggy inquired about RC&D tourism budgeted monies,
about the procedure for spending this, if the Byway can spend on promotion or education. Shelia said she would check into this and
report at the next meeting.

BILLS
Each member was given a copy of the list of bills to be paid. Mary Ann Fredrick motioned the bills be paid. Evelyn seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

OPEN FORUM
e Twyla Witt reported on several new State Tourism items.

O Towns should let the NE Tourism Department know if there are new lodging places, restaurants or attractions in their area so
the Department can add them to the listing in the Travel Guide.

O AAA Living magazine is looking for articles for upcoming issues. They are wanting information on NEW noteworthy things
and events going on in they Byway areas.

O NE Tourism Media Kits are out and available on line.
O See Nebraska week is May 9 thru the 17. Suggested towns do a news release about this.

O National Byway conference will be held in Denver August 23-26. Information is available on the visitnebraska.org website.
Twyla suggested the Byway contact Stuhr Museum in Grand Island to be added to their newsletter emailing list. They are in the
Byway Corridor and their activities should be included among area things to do.

NEXT MEETING
The next regular meeting will be held Monday June 1 in Burwell. Dianne will notify members as soon as an agenda for the day
is available.

As there was no further business to be discussed at this time Chairperson Marcia adjourned the meeting.
Mary Ann Fredrick then escorted the group on a tour through the Nebraska Major League Baseball Museum.

Dianne Wiberg, Secretary

Toczek said being the only woman presiding over an all-male council
has not been a problem. I can wield a gavel with the best of them,”
she said. “"With all my background, I think I can hold my own.”

“Cauncil Corner” Continued from Page 2

“I'm not the first mayor of Loup City, I'm the first woman mayor. Other mayors have laid the foundation, and I'll
build on them and maybe put a woman's view on some things,” she said. "I think I have a no-nonsense approach
tempered by a willingness to listen to all sides and then do what's best for all sides. I don't compare myself to male
or female.”

Toczek called Hillary Clinton's bid for the presidency “long overdue.”

“Half of our population is female. We are an open society, and too long have we overlooked the talents of women.
We need to use all our people for the U.S. to continue to grow.”

Two City Council seats will be up for re-election in 2008, and Toczek said she encourages women to run for the of-
fices. "Woman can bring a viewpoint that perhaps would allow for more openness and not have such a harsh view.
They can take the edge off,” she said. ™ They have to balance family, Scouts and one-act plays and everything else.
It is a sacrifice to commit four years to the City Council, but I would encourage other women to get involved. *

Toczek said she considers involvement in local government a civic duty. “It’s part of the privilege of living in the
U.S. I think too many people are disgusted about what’s going on. But we have to try to make it better.”

By Betsy Friedrich, Hub Staff Writer, Kearney Hub, Kearney Nebraska December 10, 2007.
Reprinted with permission from the Kearney Hub 05 21 2009




Serving the Nebraska Counties of

Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley,

Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley,
and Wheeler.

Monday May 25, 2009

Tuesday May 26, 2009

May 29, 30, 31, 2009

Monday June 1, 2009

Tuesday June 2, 2009

Tuesday June 2, 2009

Monday June 8, 2009

Tuesday June 16, 2009

June 26, 27, 28 2009

Saturday June 27, 2009

Send Events to Janet at

Loup Basin RC&D

801 “S” St, Suite 2

Ord, NE 68862

308-728-3393 or janet.sanders@rcdnet.net
www.loupbasinred.net

Loup Basin RCID
Area Calendar

Visit our website: www.loupbasinrcd.net
for more events and information! Click on the

calendar button on the home page.

Memorial Day - Loup Basin RC&D Office
will be closed in observance

Loup Basin RC&D Council meeting in
Farwell at The Farwell Arms.

ExtraOrdinary Days i contact 728-7899 for more
information

Loup Basin RC8D Tourism/Loup Rivers
Scenic Byway/Junk Jaunt Committee
Meeting. For more information and meeting

location Email Dianne at Dianne@juntjaunt.com

Progressive Agriculture Safety Day
Contact Bev at 728-3781 ext. 3 Jennifer at 346-5795
and Kayla at 728-5071 for more information

fiLoup

Basin RC&D Showo

2 on KNLV Memories 1060 AM 1:30 P.M.

Listen t

Ag Diversity Network Meeting at the Loup Basin
Technology Center 1:00 P.M.

fiLoup

Basin RC&D Showo

2 on KNLV Memories 1060 AM 1:30 P.M.

Wolbach Rodeo - 50th Anniversary!!!!!

Women in the Outdoors

A Womenos

A

Day Outo For

contact Peggy Griffin at (308) '750-2018 or
email at pgriffin@nctc.net

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Listen t

mor e

nf o


http://www.loupbasinrcd.net/

RC & D Council Board & Staff
Presidentd Daniel L Hruza

1Ist Vice Presidentd Dale Melia
2nd Vice Presidentd Richard L Bolli
Secretaryd Dean J Rasmussen
Treasurerd Alicia Toczek

RC & D Program Coordinatord
Sheila Luoma

Program Support Assistantd
Janet Sanders

Keep America Beautifuld

Linda Studnicka

Loup Basin Technology Centerd

Janet Sanders

Loup Basin RC&D Council
Loup Basin Tourism Committee
801 “S” St. Suite 2

Ord NE 68862

Meeting Notices!!!

Tuesday May 26, 2009 7:30 P.M. - Loup Basin RC&D

Council Meeting

The Farwell Arms

Joseph & Tina Standeven

102 Nesbit Avenue

Farwell NE 68838

Phone: (308) 336 3287 (888) 454-1124

Email: thefarwellarms@yahoo.com

Monday June 1, 2009 10:00 tour sites/12:30 lunch
meeting @ 1:30 P.M.- Loup Basin RC&D Tourism/Loup
Rivers Scenic Byway/Junk Jaunt Committee Meeting.

For more information about the meeting contact Dianne at
dianne(@)junkjaunt.com

Sandstone Grill

416 Grand Avenue

Burwell NE 68823 Phone: (308) 346-4582

Email: sandstonegrill@nctc.net
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