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         Discover the Sandhill crane migration at the Nebraska Nature & Visitor Center which is  
located on the south side of the Alda interchange (exit 305) on Interstate 80.  
           Interpretive Center: the 12,000 square foot interpretive center includes two classrooms, full 
sized catering kitchen, fully equipped conference room, indoor exhibit room, snack room and large 
restrooms.   
           Nature Trails Information: public hiking trails have been developed at the site. Prairie trails 
meander through beautiful flowers and grasses, ramble over sandy knolls with cactus, and zigzag 
through fragrant groves of eastern red cedar. Additional river-edge and riparian forest trails  
familiarize the hiker with the Platte River. All trails start at the Nature Center.  A thirty-five foot high 
observation tower is located on the north bank of the Platte River.  The entire facility and the trail 
from the building over the pedestrian bridges to the edge of the prairie is handicap accessible.   

 
Hours 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
During Spring Migration 
Hours (March 1 to April 7th) 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
Admission: Visitor Center: Free (donations welcomed)  

 

Trails & Grounds: Free (donations welcomed)  

Call 308.382.1820  
www.nebraskanature.org 

 
 

February 2010 

Mission:  To sustain our quality of life and to work cooperatively to successfully address 

               economic, environmental and social issues. 

Vision:     Purpose is to help local people turn ideas into reality. 

Loup Basin Resource  
Conservation and  
Development Council 

Discover the Sandhill Crane Migration 
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An  Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 

Vision:     Purpose is to help local people turn ideas into reality. 

Mission:  To sustain our quality of life and to work cooperatively to successfully address 

               economic, environmental and social issues. 

 

Loup Basin Resource  

Conservation and  

Development Council  Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, 
Sherman, Valley and Wheeler Counties in  

 Nebraska.   

 

Loup Basin RC&D Organic Agriculture Workshop 

    A successful Organic Agriculture Workshop was held at the Loup 
Basin RC&D Office on Monday January 25, 2010.  The Loup 
Basin RC&D and the Trailblazer RC&D on January 26, 2010, each 
hosted an organic workshop that was held in Red Cloud and Ord 
focusing on organic production on cropland & livestock, certification, 
marketing and USDA programs.  A third meeting is planned in  
Doniphan with the South Central Nebraska RC&D on February 16th 
to focus on record keeping for the producers with a special invitation 
to existing Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
contract producers.  Guest speakers included Tom Schwarz of  
Bertrand, Dave Vetter of Marquette, and Joe Roberts of Axtell. 
NRCS employees Judith Blunk (Hebron), Michael Perry (Minden) 
and Mark Sintek (Ord) all did an excellent job of presenting an  
overview of the NRCS programs available for organic producers 
through Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and  
Conservation Service Program (CSP).   
   The interest in organic farming continues to expand significantly  
in Nebraska.   
 

   The workshops were funded by a grant with the Nebraska  
Environmental Trust Fund.  
 

Tom Schwarz 

Tom Schwarz 

Sponsored by:  
Loup Basin, South Central  
Nebraska, & Trailblazer 
Resource Conservation &  
Development (RC&D) Councils. 

Mark Sintek 
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Keep Loup Basin Beautiful keeping you in the òLoopó 

February 2010 RC&D Newsletter 
LOUP BASIN RC&D COUNCIL IS AWARDED NEW GRANT FROM NDEQ  

 The Loup Basin RC&D Council has been awarded a grant in the amount of 
$27,840 from the Nebraska Department of Environmental Qualityôs Litter Reduction 
2010 Public Education program.  This award was one of 22 grants awarded in  
Nebraska for the Education category of this program.  Funds for the Litter Reduction 
and Recycling grant Program are generated from a fee charged to certain  
manufacturers, wholesalers, and retailers of products that contribute to litter.  
 The Loup Basin Council will use these funds to support Keep Loup Basin  
Beautiful activities including environmental education projects programs, and  
environmental information for all ages, pre-school through adults.  Through this grant 
awarded to the Loup Basin RC&D Council in 2009, Keep Loup Basin Beautiful (KLBB) 
made environmental presentations to 28 different schools, 94 different classes, and 
1737 students in our central Nebraska counties.  Other projects funded were 20 adult 
group presentations, 3 large kidôs fairs, cell phone collections, phone book collections, 
Earth Day and America Recycles Day contests, Great American Cleanup projects, 
river cleanups, and the Cigarette Litter Prevention Program.   
  In 2009, KLBB had 454 volunteers involved for over 1,000 hours in our projects.  
These activities would not be possible without the DEQ Litter Reduction and  
Recycling grant award received by the Loup Basin RC&D Council. 
 
¶ Keep Loup Basin Beautiful contributed materials to the new ñGreen Coalitionò organiza-

tion booth at the Broken Bow Farm and Home Show.  If you live in BB and are interested 
in joining that group, call the Chamber or Joan Birnie. 

 
The Keep America Beautiful Great American CleanupÊ (GAC) 

Is from March through May 2010 

This is an opportunity for any city, group, club, or organization to get local support for 
project or event.  Any group, large or small can receive Glad trash bags, and other 
supplies or coupons that will be given by Keep American Beautiful.  Why not take  

advantage of these ñfree-bees?ò  ANY environmental project counts, this includes 
cleaning or painting the interior or exterior of public buildings such as museums, fire 
stations, churches, courthouses, etc., any  litter pickup, park or cemetery cleaning, 
any beautification of any public area, school area, flower and tree planting, downtown 
garden or beautification, or cleaning a park or empty lot. 

We do have packets of seeds for schools and public entities.  
Call Keep Loup Basin Beautiful at (308) 728-3393  

Or e-mail Linda.Studnicka @rcdnet.net 
  

The Keep Loup Basin Beautiful Mission Statement: ñTo promote and provide environ-The Keep Loup Basin Beautiful Mission Statement: ñTo promote and provide environ-

mental education and projects that will lead to litter prevention, litter reduction, recyclingmental education and projects that will lead to litter prevention, litter reduction, recycling, and , and 

beautification within the Loup Basin nine counties.òbeautification within the Loup Basin nine counties.ò  
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Nebraskaôs Junk JauntÈ (A Committee of RC&D) 

Meeting Minutes 
  

The February  meeting of Nebraskaôs Junk JauntÈ was held on Monday February 1, 2010 at the RC&D building in Ord, 

Nebraska, immediately following the adjournment of the Loup Rivers Scenic Byway meeting.  Chairperson Marcia  

Keller called the meeting to order with the following members present: Gale Pemberton and Peggy Lang, Dannebrog;  

Elinor Koelling, Ord; Evelyn Dvorak, St. Paul; Peggy Haskell, Burwell; Twyla Witt (NE Tourism) Thedford; Vonnie 

Dzingle and Dianne Wiberg, Loup City and Sheila Luoma, RC&D .  

  

Each member was given a copy of the minutes of the previous regular Junk Jaunt® Committee meeting held on January  

4, 2010  in Ord.  G. Pemberton motioned the minutes be approved as written.  P. Haskell seconded the motion.  The  

Motion carried.  

  

Treasurer Haskell gave each member present a copy of Junk Jaunt® financial report.  The balance in the checking ac-

count as of January 4, 2010 was reported as $13,897.86.  G. Pemberton made a motion to accept the treasurerôs report 

for audit.  M. Keller seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  Haskell reported Junk Jaunt® checks will be signed by  

the RC&D Council until the Junk Jaunt® corporation 501©4 status is finalized.    

  

JUNK JAUNT® UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 Committee Reports  

     o Lodging ï P. Haskell reported letters were mailed the end of January to all lodging businesses within the Junk 

Jaunt®® area, with a half-price Early Bird Special, offering a listing on the lodging pages of the 2010  

                  Shopper Guide and the Junk Jaunt®® webpage, with the option of a hot link to their business webpage. 

            o Coordinator Recruitment ï P. Haskell reported letters will be mailed to former town coordinators 

    during the week of Feb. 1 .    

     o Informational meetings ï letters will be mailed to Communities offering to hold Junk Jaunt®®  

                  Town Hall type informational meetings in their towns possibly during April.  

 

 Report on Junk Jaunt®® Corporation papers and Bylaws ï rough drafts of proposed Bylaws were sent to  Executive 

Committee members for review.  P. Haskell will make an appointment for a meeting with Tom Kruml,  

             Attorney, to discuss concerns with the proposed Bylaws.  She will notify other committee members of the time 

and place for this meeting.  

  

NEW JUNK JAUNT® BUSINESS  

 Junk Jaunt®® Audit.  The RC&D Audit Committee has audited the Junk Jaunt®® & Byway records and 

     found them to be correct.  The group requested a letter to this effect from the RC&D for our records.  

 Junk Jaunt®®  job descriptions updated.  P. Haskell is working on the job/committee descriptions and  

       will email them to members for approval when completed.  

 

 BILLS FOR JUNK JAUNT®®  

 $150 ï Peggy Haskell, phone and internet for 4th quarter of 2009  

 $31.65 ï Sublime Artistry, label design for Popcorn Bottles 

 $26.38 -  Sublime Artistry, revamping the Junk Jaunt®® VW/Dumpster poster picture.  

 ____     - Credit Card bill  (bill will be due before next meeting.) 

 

  

G. Pemberton motioned the bills be approved and paid.  E. Dvorak seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  

   

As there was no further business to be discussed at this meeting, Chairperson Marcia adjourned the meeting .  

  

The next regular meeting will be held on Monday March 1.  The Secretary will notify members of the time and location.  

  

   

______________________________________     ___________________________________________  

        Secretary                                                          Date Approved  
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Loup Basin Resource, Conservation & Development Council Meeting Agenda  

ï Thursday February 25, 2010 ï 2:00 P.M. 
(Serving the Nebraska Counties of: Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and 

Wheeler) 
 

 

 
2:00 P.M. ï  Regular meeting at Greeley County Courthouse 
       

 

    1.  Introductions  
  

 2.  Guests 
   

 3. Minutes of the January 26, 2010 meeting. 
                   

 4.  Treasurerôs Report 
  

 5.  Staff Report ï Written Report 
   

  6.  Committee Reports - 
  

    A.  15 County Bio-Business 
    B.  Loup Basin RC&D Tourism  
  
 7.   Projects 
    A.   Keep Loup Basin Beautiful ï Linda Studnicka  
    B.   Loup Basin Technology Center ï Janet Sanders  
    B.   Sandhills Weed Management Area ï Larry Gibbons 
       
 8.  Presidentôs Report 
  

     9.  Old Business 
   A.  Sherman County Historical Society-Marcy Building ï Project close out 
  

     10.  New Business 
 A. Western RC&D 2010 Conference - report 
 B. New 2010 Project Website Workshop  
 C. Project Proposals 
    1. Nebraska Sandhills grazing systems & grassland Bird Diversity Tour 
  2. No Till Workshop ï Ord ï March 17 
  3. Cedar River Stabilization Project Phase III 
  4. Sandhills weed management area phase III 
                      5.        Greeley Irish Festival  
                      6.        Fort Hartsuff 
            D. Future meeting date, time and location. 
 

      11.  Board Development Training  
 

     12.  Wild and Crazy - ideas 
       

      13. Next meeting  ï    Date, Time and location to be announced  

Greeley County Courthouse 
101 S. Kildare 
Greeley NE  68842 
Phone: (308) 428-2965    
 

http://www.greeleycounty.ne.gov 
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Loup Basin Resource Conservation & Development Council Meeting Minutes 
ï Tuesday January 26, 2010 -  2:08 P.M.  
(Covering the Nebraska Counties of: Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and Wheeler) 

In Attendance: Sheila Luoma, R Dale Melia, Richard L Bolli, Daniel L Hruza, Kathy Waldmann, Pat Waldmann, Sarah Sortum, Tammy Rowse, 
LaMoyne Graves, Lareda Hoback, Kenneth Hoback, Errol Wells, Peggy Haskell, Linda Studnicka, David Sawyer, Stacy Hagerman,                              
N Brito Mutunayagam, and Janet Sanders.   

 

President R Dale Melia -  2:08 P.M called the Loup Basin RC&D Council meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance. 
     
1. Minutes -  December 15, 2009.  Dean moved to approve the December 15, 2009 minutes as distributed. Dan seconded. Minutes approved.   
 

2.     Treasurerôs Report -  Will be referred to the audit committee.  
 
3. Staff Reports were presented by Sheila Luoma and Janet Sanders. 
 
4. Committee Reports -  
        15 County Bio-Friendly - Richard and Sheila reported that we are waiting for a report in regard to the Value Added Agriculture Application;  
               North Central Nebraska Biomass Project that was submitted to Linda Fettig of the Rural Development Commission in September. Sheila  
               reported that the Council may know something in regard to the funding by the end of the week. 
        Ag Diversity Network - Dan reported that there was an Organic Agriculture Workshop yesterday, January 25, 2010, hosted by the  
               Loup Basin RC&D at the Loup Basin Technology Center.  Tom Schwarz of Bertrand was one of the speakers along with Joe Roberts of 
               Axtell and Mark Sintek from the NRCS office in Ord.    
        Loup Basin RC&D Tourism - Dan announced that the Loup Basin RC&D Tourism Committee will be having a meeting on Wednesday 
               February 17, 2010 at the Loup Basin RC&D Office in Ord.  Dan invited everyone attending to bring their ideas to share for possible future 
               tourism projects.             

   
5. Projects 
        A.   Keep Loup Basin Beautiful - Linda Studnicka.  Linda gave a report in regard to the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality grant that 
              had been awarded to the Loup Basin RC&D for the 2010 public education for litter Reduction and recycling project.   
        B.   Sandhills Weed Management Area - Sheila reported the involvement of the Loup Basin RC&D and the North Central Nebraska RC&D with 
               the Sandhills Weed management area this past year and handed out some information in regard to the areas targeted species. 
        C.   Nebraskaôs Junk JauntÈ - Peggy Haskell reported that September 24, 25 and 26 2010 will the dates for the upcoming Nebraskaôs Junk 
               JauntÈ.  Peggy also reported that the Nebraskaôs Junk JauntÈ Committee will be offering to hold informational meetings in the 
               Communities.  Also the recruitment of coordinators for the communities is under way.   
 

6. Presidentôs Report  -    Dale and Dan will be attending the Western RC&D Conference in Missoula, Montana January 31, 2010 through  
               February 3, 2010.  Dale discussed with the group about the Loup Basin RC&D Council having their own booth at the 
                                             Nebraska State RC&D Conference.   Dale had also attended an evening seed corn meeting December 22, 2009  
                                             at the Loup Basin Technology Center and explained to the group about the agronomy research.  Also, Dale attended the 
                                             Loup Basin RC&D Council Organic Agriculture Workshop on Monday January 25, 2010. 
 
7.      Old Business  
         A.  Public Education for litter reduction and recycling Project 2009 - Close out.  Richard moved to close out the public education for litter 
              reduction and recycling project for 2009.  Errol seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

8.     New Business 
         A.  Western RC&D 2010 Conference - voting member.  Richard moved to have Dale represent the Loup Basin RC&D Council as the voting  
              delegate and Dan as the alternate voting delegate at the Western RC&D 2010 Conference that will be held in Missoula Montana January 31, 
              2010 through February 3, 2010.  Errol seconded.  Motion carried. 
         B.  Public Education for litter reduction and recycling Project 2010.  Dan moved to approve the public education for litter reduction and recycling 
              project as a Loup Basin RC&D Council project for 2010.  Richard seconded. Motion carried.   
         C.  Rowse 1+1 Ranch - Tammy Rowse.  Tammy presented a slide show and explained her familyôs role in providing a ñworking ranch 
              vacationò to the folks that make their ranch a vacation destination.  http://www.1plus1ranch.com/    
         D.  Calamus Outfitters - Sarah Sortum.  Sarah Sortum presented a power point presentation and explained how her family provides a ñvariety of 
               seasonal activities year roundò to their guests.  http://www.calamusoutfitters.com/ 
         E.  N Brito Mutunayagam, D.E.D.P.  - community development.  N Brito Mutunayagam addressed some valuable ideas with Tammy and Sarah 
              and was very much appreciated by those in attendance.  
 
9. Wild and Crazy - ideas.  Dale has added this new item to the agenda. The group shared their own wild and crazy ideas and added their own 

thoughts and concerns to everyone in attendance. 
 
10. Announcements -   Richard announced that Dale and himself had reviewed the Basic Level application for the NARC&DCôs Circle of Diamonds.  

Also, Richard told the group that Dale and himself had completed the survey for the NRCS oversight and evaluation.  Errol announced that the 
2010 Governors Ag Conference will be Wednesday March 3, 2010 and Thursday March 4, 2010 at the Holiday Inn Convention Center in Kearney 
Nebraska.  http://www.governor.nebraska.gov/news/2010/02/01_ag_conference.html 

 
 

11.    Next Meeting - Thursday February 25, 2010 at 2:00 P.M. will be held at the Greeley County Courthouse in Greeley. 
 
 

12.    Meeting adjourned:  3:55 P.M.          
 

Approved_____________________________________________________ Date_____________________________ 
                   Dean Rasmussen, Secretary                                                                             
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Loup Basin RC&D 
Area Calendar 
 

Check for updates of scheduled events at: 
 
http://www.loupbasinrcd.net/calendar.php 

Serving the Nebraska Counties of Serving the Nebraska Counties of 

Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, 

Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and 

Wheeler.Wheeler.  

 

Tuesday February 16, 2010   Organic Record Keeping Workshop, South Central RC&D, 125 Plum ST 
                                                                                      Doniphan NE.  (402) 845-6678 Randal.Gunn@ne.usda.gov   
 
 
 

Wednesday February 17, 2010   Loup Basin RC&D Tourism Meeting, Loup Basin RC&D Office 1:00 P.M.   
      Organizational meeting -  Everyone is welcome that is interested in Tourism. 
 
Monday February 22, 2010    Loup Rivers Scenic Byway Committee working on revisions and updating the 
      area ñBirding Brochureò 1:00 P.M. at the Loup Basin Technology Center.   
      Everyone is invited to attend. 
 

Tuesday February 23, 2010    Webinar: Corridor Management Planning for Byways:  1:00 P.M. to 2:30 P.M. at 
      the Loup Basin Technology Center 
                     Participants will learn about: 
      1.   The fundamentals of developing a corridor management plan 
      2.   Employing best practice models for comprehensive long-term planning 
      Everyone is invited to attend.  
 
Tuesday February 23, 2010 - Wednesday   2010 Nebraska MarketPlace.  Pre-register http://www.cfra.org/marketplace/registration 
February 24, 2010      
  

Thursday February 25, 2010    Loup Basin RC&D Council meeting.  
                                                                              Greeley County Courthouse 2:00 P.M.  - Greeley County 
      Greeley County Courthouse 
      101 S. Kildare 
      Greeley NE  68842 
      Phone: (308) 428-2965   http://www.greeleycounty.ne.gov 
 

Thursday February 25, 2010 - Friday    2010 Women in Agriculture Conference.  Holiday Inn and  
February 26, 2010     Convention Center.  Kearney Nebraska. 
      http://wia.unl.edu/programs/conference.html 

                                
Monday March 1, 2010                  Loup Rivers Scenic Byway meeting at 1:00 P.M.  Nebraskaôs Junk JauntÈ  
      meeting to follow.  Snack bar will be available for lunch.   
      Nebraska Nature Center 
      Interstate 80 Exit 305 
      9325 South Alda Road  
      Wood River, NE 68883  
      Phone: (308) 382-1820  Email: brad@nebraskanature.org 
      www.nebraskanature.org 
 

Tuesday March 2,  2010    Keep Loup Basin Beautiful radio show with Linda Studnicka.   
    Listen to Party Line Part 2 on KNLV Memories 1060 AM 1:30 P.M. 
 

Tuesday March 16, 2010    Keep Loup Basin Beautiful radio show with Linda Studnicka.   

    Listen to Party Line Part 2 on KNLV Memories 1060 AM 1:30 P.M. 
 

 

Wednesday March 17, 2010    Winter No Till Conference 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.  Veterans Club in Ord.   
    Contact Mark Sintek at 308.728.3781 extension 109 for more information.  
 

For other Nebraska happenings visit:         http://www.visitnebraska.gov/ 

Send Events to the  
Loup Basin RC&D 
801 ñSò St, Suite 2 
Ord, NE  68862 
308 728-3393 or janet.sanders@rcdnet.net 

http://www.loupbasinrcd.net/  

An  Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 
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Loup Basin Resource Conservation and Development Council 
801 S ST STE 2 
Ord NE  68862-1857 

Loup Basin RC&D Council  

Telephone (308) 728 -3393 

Fax (308) 728-3903 

http://www.loupbasinrcd.net/  
 

Loup Basin RC & D Council Board & Staff  
 

President ðR Dale Melia  

1st Vice President ðDaniel L Hruza  

2nd Vice President ðRichard L Bolli  

SecretaryðDean J Rasmussen  

Treasurerð Kathy I Waldmann  

RC & D Program Coordinator ð 

Sheila Luoma   email: sheila.luoma@ne.usda.gov  

Program Support Assistant ð 

Janet Sanders  

Keep Loup Basin Beautiful ð 

Linda Studnicka  

Loup Basin Technology Center ð 

Janet Sanders  

Rolland Cronk  

Meeting Notices 
 

Thursday February 25, 2010 - 2:00 P.M.  
Loup Basin RC&D Council Meeting 
Greeley County Courthouse 
101 S. Kildare 
Greeley NE  68842 
Phone: (308) 428-2965   http://www.greeleycounty.ne.gov 
 
 

Monday March 1, 2010 - 1:00 P.M. Loup Rivers Scenic 

Byway meeting - Nebraskaôs Junk JauntÈ meeting to follow.   
Snack bar will be available for lunch. 
Nebraska Nature Center       
Interstate 80 Exit 305 
9325 South Alda Road  
Wood River, NE 68883  
Phone: (308) 382-1820  Email: brad@nebraskanature.org 
 

www.nebraskanature.org 
 

For more information contact Dianne at:  dianne@loupriversscenicbyway.com 
  
Nebraskaôs Junk JauntÈ  September 24, 25 and 26, 2010 
http://www.junkjaunt.com 


