Loup Basin RC&D&=
Newsletter August 2009

Purpose is to help local people turn ideas into reality

Serving: Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and Whe
Counties in Nebraska. Websitenvw.loupbasinrcd.net Phone: 3087283393

Loup Basin Organic Tour was held Thursday August 6, 2009 at the Robert Bernt Farm

On August 6, 2009 Clear Creek Organic Farms (Robert & Kristine Bernt and family), and Loup Basin RC&D hosted an
organic farm tour with 55 people in attendance. First on the agenda was to see the game birds that the Bernt family
were growing for release. Other highlights of the tour were pasture broilers being grown on alfalfa/grass from hatching
to butchering. Field test on the benefits of milk as fertilizer on corn, plus other field test on boron and sugar. Soybean
population test plots for grass control. 80 head of grass based dairy cattle are being grazed and milked to produce
organic cheese and ice cream. 50 head boer goats are being used for willow and cedar tree control. Free range laying
hens used for pest control on organic alfalfa. 5 Acre vegetable garden production and marketed through Buy Fresh Buy
Local and Nebraska Food Co-op.

Cheese and ice cream samples were enjoyed by all at the end of the tour.

Thanks to the Bernt family for hosting a fantastic tour and they are on their of being self sufficient with their Organic
Farm.

The tour was part of a series of organic farm tours and workshops around the state funded by a grant from the Nebraska
Environmental Trust. The Natural Resources Conservation Service through EQIP is offering producers

payment incentives through 6 practices. Payments are made for three years to assist producers in transiting into organic
farming. Signup is ongoing at the local NRCS office.

The Loup Basin RC&D Council hosts a monthly Ag Diversity meeting to address current projects and get ideas for new
projects for the Loup Basin RC&D to be in involved in. The next meeting is scheduled for September 14, 2009 at the
Loup Basin Technology Center. Contact the Loup Basin RC&D office at 308 728-3393 for more information. Visitors

are welcome.
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Robert & Kristine Bernt Organic Farm Tour
August 6, 2009




