
   

 

  
 

Serving:  Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley and Wheeler Counties.     

April 2011 

Mission:  To sustain our quality of life and to work cooperatively to successfully address 

               economic, environmental and social issues. 

Vision:     Purpose is to help local people turn ideas into reality. 
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http://www.loupbasinrcd.net/calendar.php 

 
Loup Rivers Scenic Byway 
 
http://loupriversscenicbyway.com 
 

  

The Loup Basin RC&D and The North Central Nebraska RC&D recently 
completed a biomass feasibility study for possible business development in the 
area. This feasibility study was the result of a $13,820 Agricultural Innovation 

and Value-Added Agriculture grant funded by the Nebraska Department of 
Economic Development administered by the Nebraska Rural Development 
Commission. This feasibility study focused on developing a business to add 
value to harvested biomass (cedar trees). The main focus of the study was 
converting this biomass into wood pellets or wood briquettes for home and 
business heating.   The study was compiled by the UNL Nebraska Cooperative 
Development Center with assistance from the two RC&D’s 15 county biomass 
committee. 
The complete feasibility study is available at the Loup Basin RC&D office if you 
are interested in a copy. 
The Loup Basin Nebraska Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) 
Council and the North Central Nebraska RC&D sponsored this project. 
Call 308-728-3393 for more information on this and other project efforts of the 
RC&D. 

North Central Nebraska Biomass 
 Project Completed  

Members of the Loup Basin RC&D and North Central RC&D presented the Completed Feasibility Study to the 
Rural Development Commission.  Pictured are Front row left to right: Howard Glines, Loup Basin RC&D; 
Carolyn Hall, North Central Nebraska RC&D; Sheila Luoma, Coordinator, Loup Basin RC&D. 
Back row left to right: Joel Klammer, Coordinator, North Central Nebraska RC&D; Jim Crandall, UNL Ne-
braska Cooperative Development Center; Linda Fettig, Executive Director, Rural Development Commission; 
Dale Melia, Loup Basin RC&D and Richard Bolli, Loup Basin RC&D. 
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Keep Loup Basin Beautiful keeping you in the “Loop” 
“To promote and provide environmental education and projects that will lead to litter prevention, litter reduction, 

recycling and beautification within the Loup Basin nine counties” 
 

Earth Day 2011 Theme: Billion Acts of Green® 

Each year, Earth Day -- April 22 -- reminds people of all nationalities to commit to acts that protect and 
sustain our environment. The act can be a one-time gesture, such as signing up to be volunteer for a Great 
American Cleanup Project (see below), properly disposing of old prescription and over the counter drugs (see 
where/when below) or it could be a  yearlong effort such as committing to washing with cold water.  

Whatever the act may be, Earth Day is a great time to think----- 
“We have not inherited the Earth from our ancestors.   

We have borrowed it from our children” (unknown) 
 

~~~~~~~ 
 

Drug Take Back 
 Do you have old prescription drugs in your drawers and cupboards?  Outdated over the counter  
medicines?  Here is your chance to PROPERLY dispose of the drugs.  If you flush the drugs, they end up in 
our rivers, lakes and streams.  In extreme cases the drugs have made fish sterile (a lake in Minn,), frogs 
deformed, and have ended up in drinking local water.  Infants and children are especially susceptible to drug 
effects.  Water treatment facilities do not remove the all of the drug chemicals.  If they are thrown in the landfill, 
they can still end up in water runoff or our ground water.  Take advantage of this free opportunity to do the right 
thing on April 30th.  
 

Garfield County Sheriff’s Dept.   Blazing Star Lodge  270 South 8th    Burwell, NE 
Valley County Sheriff’s Dept.   Sheriff’s Office   125 South 15th St   Ord, NE 

 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Great American Cleanup supplies are going fast!  Call Linda 308-728-3393 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

`````` 
Arcadia Public School’s “Green Thumbs Up” Garden Receives Grant 

 
The Arcadia Public Schools will be starting their “Green Thumbs Up” student garden project this spring.  

This project is sponsored by the Loup Basin RC&D/ Keep Loup Basin Beautiful, with  partial  funding for the 
garden Youth Service portion of the project by ServeNebraska, a non-profit organization that encourages vol-
unteerism for all ages throughout Nebraska.  Clay Bauer is the in-school youth representative for the Youth 
Service project. 

The garden will be located just east of the school. It will be a benefit to the students by combining out-
door activities, with nutritional and environmental education.  The goals are a better understanding of good nu-
trition choices made by the students, and teaching basic gardening techniques, such as composting, and 
knowledge that can be used in years to come.   There will be the additional benefit of using the fresh vegetable 
in the school cafeteria and by the students’ families. The garden is registered as a Global Youth Service Pro-
ject, and a People’s Garden. 

The school will need community support to help make this a successful project. Any 4-H Group, com-
munity group, business, Garden Club, or individual volunteer that would like to be involved in this worthwhile 
endeavor  either by a monitary/in-kind donation or a donation of their time,  please call the Loup Basin RC&D/ 
Keep Loup Basin Beautiful at 308-7283-3393 and ask for Linda. 

 

THANK YOU ! 
 

Keep Loup Basin Beautiful,  

  Linda Studnicka 
801 “S” Street, Suite 2, Ord, Nebraska 68862-1857 

Telephone:  308-728-3393     FAX: 308-728-3903  E-mail:  Linda.Studnicka@rcdnet.net 
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Loup Basin RC&D Council Meeting Agenda  
-Tuesday, April 19, 2011 – Loup Basin RC&D Office - 7:00 P.M. 
 (Serving the Nebraska Counties of: Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and Wheeler) 
  

    

  

 1.  Introductions and welcome 

 2.  Minutes of the March 15, 2011 meeting. 
                   

 3.  Treasurer’s Report 
 
 4.  Nebraska Renaissance Project – Thomas R Jordison, Executive Director  
  
 5.  Coordinator’s/PSA Report 
   
  

  6.  Council  
  A. Grand Island – RC&D meeting - April 7

th
  

         B. Circle of Diamonds – Enhanced Level  
         C. Possible loss of Federal Funding to the Council  
  
 

  7.  Committee & Project Reports – 
                  A.  Keep Loup Basin Beautiful - #221 
         B.  Arcadia Garden Project 
         C.  Lake Ericson   
         D. Sandhills Weed Management (SWMA) 
                 
  8.  Old Business 
      Close Out Projects–  
         A. Non Profit Training –  
         B. Farm or Ranch Transition Estate Planning Seminar 
 C. Loup Rivers Scenic Byway Bird Identiflyer 
          
  9. New Business/Project Proposals 
          A. Earth Team volunteers recognized          
           
 10.  President’s Report 
 
 11. Wild and Crazy – ideas 
 
12.  Area Citizens – concerns and comments 
 
13.  Announcements 
  

14.  Next meeting   ï Howard County ï Tuesday May 17, 2011 at 7:00 

    
15.  Adjourn   
  

Loup Basin RC&D Office 
801 S ST STE 4 
Ord NE  68862 
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Loup Basin Resource Conservation & Development Council Meeting Minutes 
– Tuesday March 15, 2011 -  2:02  P.M.  
(Covering the Nebraska Counties of: Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and Wheeler) 
  
In Attendance: R Dale Melia; President, Daniel Hruza; 1st Vice President, Doug Wrede; 2nd Vice President,  Dean Rasmussen; Secretary,  Richard L Bolli, Linda Studnicka, Linda 
Fettig Executive Director, Rural Development Commission; Betty Carlson, Vonnie Dzingle, Sheila Luoma; Coordinator and  Janet Sanders; Program Support Assistant. 

  

2st Vice President Doug Wrede - at 2:02 P.M. called the Loup Basin RC&D Council meeting to order.   
  

1. Introductions and welcome - 2nd Vice President Doug Wrede welcomed everyone to the Loup Basin RC&D Council meeting and  introductions 
        were made. 
 

2.     Minutes -  February 15, 2011  Dan moved to approve the February 15, 2011 minutes as presented. Richard seconded. Motion carried. 

         Minutes approved.   
  

3. Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer’s report for March 15, 2011 was presented to the Council. The report will be  referred to the audit  committee.  
 

4. Doug introduced Guest Speaker Linda Fettig, Executive Director, Rural Development Commission. Linda reported on the accomplishments of the 
        Rural Development Commission and informed the group that she has been meeting with the County Commissioners/Supervisors in regard to the  
        Sandhills Project 2011 which entails a study of the decline in population for the ten county region consisting of Grant, Hooker, Thomas, Blaine, Loup, 
        Arthur, McPherson, Logan, Custer and Garfield Counties.   
          
5.     Staff Reports by Coordinator, Sheila Luoma and Program Support Assistant, Janet Sanders were handed out.   
  
6.     Council 
 A.    Conflict of Interest Policy and Disclosure Form - The Council reviewed the Council Member Conflict of Interest Policy and Disclosure 
        Form approved by the Loup Basin RC&D Council on December 22, 2010. 
 B.    Nebraska RC&D spring meeting, Grand Island Nebraska April 7, 2011.  The Nebraska State RC&D spring meeting will be held in Grand 
                       Island on Thursday April 7, 2011.  Anyone that plans on attending, please meet at the office at 7:30 A.M. that morning. 
 
7.     Committee & Project Reports – Handout of active Projects 
  A.  Keep Loup Basin Beautiful – # 221A  Linda Studnicka, Director of Keep Loup Basin Beautiful reviewed her Litter Reduction Education  
                     Activities Report with the Loup Basin RC&D Council.  Linda also reported that Keep Loup Basin Beautiful is busy promoting the 
       Great American Cleanup (GAC) program;  March 1, 2011 through May 31, 2011.  Linda also gave a report in regard to the Arcadia  
  B.  Happy Jack Peak Chalk Mine III - 11-248 Betty Carlson reported about the sign repair needs and the safety issue concerns during  
        tours and special events that are held at Happy Jack Chalk Mine that will require installing a sprinkler system.  
 
8. Old Business 
         A.   Close out Project - North Central Nebraska Biomass Project - 10-229. Richard explained the North Central Nebraska Biomass Project 
         # 10-229 to the Council.  Richard moved to close out the North Central Nebraska Biomass Project #10-229 with the Council.  Dale seconded. 
        Motion carried. 
  B.   Locally produced Electricity - 207. Richard and Sheila explained the Locally produced Electricity Project # 207 to the Council.   
        Dale moved to close out the Locally produced Electricity Project # 207 with the Council.  Dean seconded.  Motion carried. 
  C.  Stover Biomass Project - 10-228. Richard explained the Stover Biomass Project to the Council.  Dan moved to close out the Stover  
                      Biomass Project # 10-228 with the Council.  Richard seconded.  Motion carried. 
  D.  Renewable Energy Camp - 226.  Sheila explained the Renewable Energy Camp to the Council.  Dean moved to close out the Renewable 
                      Energy Camp # 226 with the Council.  Dan seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
9.   New Business/Project Proposals 

 A.  Farm or Ranch Transition Estate Planning Project - Sheila explained the Farm or Ranch Transition Estate Planning Seminar project 
      proposal  to the Loup Basin RC&D Council.  Dale made a motion to approve the Farm or Ranch Transition Estate Planning Seminar as an 
      official project of the Loup Basin RC&D Council.  Dean seconded. Motion carried. 
 B.  What does the Council want from the NE RC&D Association - Dan explained the responsibilities that the Nebraska RC&D Association 
      has on assuring communication between the Local Council’s to the National Association of RC&D.   
 C.  Board Training for DEQ grant requirements - Linda explained that the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality is requiring Board  
      Training for the Loup Basin RC&D Council.  Arrangements will be made to have the Board Training prior to the Loup Basin RC&D Council 
      regular May meeting that is scheduled to be held in Howard County at ST Paul.   
 

10.   Additional New Business/Project Proposal 
  A.  Loup Basin RC&D Database -  Janet explained the Loup Basin RC&D Database project proposal to the Loup Basin RC&D Council.  Dean 
       made a motion to approve the Loup Basin RC&D Database as an official project of the Loup Basin RC&D Council.  Richard seconded. 
                      Motion carried. 

 

11.    President’s Report - President Dale Melia reported on the community functions that he had attended.  
  
12.    Wild and Crazy – ideas – Everyone enjoyed the time set aside for the “wild and crazy” ideas.     
 
13.    Loup Basin RC&D Council Area Citizens - concerns and comments.  The Loup Basin RC&D Council opened this time for comments and concerns  
         from the Loup Basin RC&D Area Citizens attending the meeting.  Needs of the area were discussed. 
 
14.   Announcements:  None at this time. 
 
15.   Next Meeting - Tuesday April 19, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. will be held at the Loup Basin RC&D Office/Loup Basin Technology Center in Ord. 
   
16.   Doug adjourned the meeting at 3:27 P.M. 
 

 

         
  

 Approved_____________________________________________________Date_____________________________ 
                   Dean Rasmussen, Secretary                                                                             
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Loup Basin RC&D 
Area Calendar 
 

Check the calendar often at: 
 

http://www.loupbasinrcd.net/calendar.php 

W
Serving the Nebraska Counties of Serving the Nebraska Counties of 

Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, 

Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and 

Wheeler.Wheeler.  

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital 
status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for  communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD)."  

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 

20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity 

provider and employer. 

 
 

Wednesday April 13, 2011    Nebraska’s Junk Jaunt® meeting 2:00 P.M. at the Loup Basin Technology Center.  For more information 
    contact dianne at dianne@junkjaunt.com 
 

Thursday April 14, 2011   eXtension Entrepreneurs and Their Communities - ON-LINE                   
   PRESENCE Series 2011: Mark your calendars! The eXtension 

                                                                             Entrepreneurship webinar series airs monthly on the second 
                                                                             Thursday at 1:00pm (CT) at the Loup Basin Technology Center;   
    Webinar, Thursday April 14, 2011 Targeting Regional Economic 
    Development in a world of clusters 

 
Thursday April 14, 2011    Webinar:  USDA Fresh Produce Inspection Service Basics 2:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
    For more information contact the Loup Basin Technology Center at 308.728.7615 

    
 

Tuesday April 19, 2011    Loup Basin RC&D Council regular meeting.   7:00 P.M. 
      Host County:  Valley County 
      Loup Basin RC&D Office/Loup Basin Technology Center 
 
Tuesday April 19, 2011    Webinar:  Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program. 10:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 
      Funding available for Trails, Byways and Historic restoration.  For more information 
      contact Janet at the Loup Basin Technology Center 308.728.7615 
   
Tuesday April 19,  2011    Webinar:  Free Lunchtime Webinar Series for Utilities.  12:00 P.M. to 1:00 P.M.  
      The webinar will focus on Energy Efficiency tips for small businesses. 
      For more information contact the Loup Basin Technology Center at 308.728.7615 
 
Thursday  April 21, 2011    Keep Loup Basin Beautiful radio show with Linda Studnicka.  
    Listen to Party Line Part 2 on KNLV Memories 1060 AM 1:30 P.M. 

 
Friday April 22, 2011    Celebrate Earth Day 
 
 
Thursday  May 5, 2011    Keep Loup Basin Beautiful radio show with Linda Studnicka.  
    Listen to Party Line Part 2 on KNLV Memories 1060 AM 1:30 P.M 
 
 
Notice    Our Keep Loup Basin Beautiful radio show with Linda Studnicka on Party Line 
    Part 2 on KNLV Memories 1060 AM at 1:30 P.M. has been changed to 1st and 3rd 
    Thursdays to accommodate the RC&D Council meeting dates. 
 

Loup Rivers Scenic Byway    http://www.loupriversscenicbyway.com/LRSB/ 
   

Friends of Fort Hartsuff    http://www.forthartsuff.org/ 
 
Pawnee Arts Center    106 S Mill Dannebrog Nebraska  
    Summer hours: Thursdays 4:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. 
    Winter hours: Thursdays 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. weather permitting 
    And by appointment by calling (308) 226-8286 or email Gale at: 
      gale1938@live.com www.thepawneeartscenter.org 
 
 
142nd Nebraska State Fair    www.statefair.org   August 26, 2011 - September 5, 2011 
 

 
 

 
 
 

For other Nebraska happenings visit:   http://www.visitnebraska.gov/ 

 

                             

mailto:Gale1938@live.com


 6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                               

Loup Basin Resource Conservation and Development Council 
801 S ST STE 2 
Ord NE  68862-1857 

Loup Basin RC&D Council  

Telephone (308) 728 -3393 

Fax (308) 728-3903 

http://www.loupbasinrcd.net/  
 

President ðR Dale Melia  

1st Vice President ðDaniel L Hruza  

2nd Vice President - Douglas J Wrede  

Secretary ðDean J Rasmussen  

Treasurer ð Kathy I Waldmann  

RC & D Program Coordinator ð 

Sheila Luoma   email: sheila.luoma@ne.usda.gov  

Program Support Assistant ð 

Janet Sanders  

Keep Loup Basin Beautiful ð 

Linda Studnicka  

Cedar River Stabilization Project -  

         http://www.cedarriverproject.com/  

Loup Basin Technology Center ð 

                www.loupbasintechnologycenter.com/ 

Janet Sanders, Team Leader  

Rolland Cronk, Home & Business Computing  

                          Specialist  

Sid Jablonski, Graphic Design Consultant  

Sally Waters, Strategic Planning For Life  

Susan Waters, eLearning and IT Consultant  

Announcement !! 
 

In the event of a government shutdown:   
 
Business as usual for the Loup Basin RC&D 
Council will be conducted at the Loup Basin 
Technology Center.  The phone number is 
308.728.7615 and the email address for 
the Council loupbasinrcd@frontier.com  
 

Email address for Keep Loup Basin Beautiful  
Director, Linda Studnicka:  
keeploupbasinbeautiful@frontier.com 
 

Meeting Notice !! 
 

 

Tuesday April 19, 2011 - 7:00 P.M.  
Loup Basin RC&D Council Regular Meeting 
Host County: Valley County 
 

Loup Basin RC&D Office/Loup Basin Technology Center 
801 S ST STE 2 
Ord NE  68862 
 


