
   

 

Loup Basin RC&D  

Newsletter             April 2009 

Serving: Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley, and Wheeler 

Counties in Nebraska.  Website: www.loupbasinrcd.net  Phone: 308-728-3393 

 

Sheila Luoma Selected as RC&D Coordinator  
 for the Loup Basin RC&D  
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Sheila (Valasek) Luoma ï Sheila is a native of Spalding NE growing up in the 

Spalding area and graduating from high school at Spalding Academy. Sheila 

attended the University of Nebraska in Lincoln graduating with a Bachelors degree 

in Range and General Agriculture in 1979. 

 

Sheila started working for the Soil Conservation Service in 1980 as a Range 

Conservationist in Neligh. Sheila also worked as Range Conservationist in  

Valentine and OôNeill. In 1983, Sheila moved to Burwell into the position of  

District Conservationist. Sheila has also worked as a Resource Conservationist in 

Burwell, Ord and recently in Broken Bow.  Sheila lives in Arcadia NE with her 

husband Kris.   

 

Stop by and welcome Shelia to the Loup Basin RC&D. 
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Raspberry Workshop  

The Loup Basin RC&D Ag diversity network group invites the public to attend either of two one day workshops on 

growing raspberries, blackberries and other òbramble fruitó. 

 

The workshops will cover planting, care of the plants, potential markets and uses of the fruit in addition to  

potential problems.  The workshop will include hands on training weather permitting.  

 

The workshops will be held April 25 th  and May 2 nd from 9:00 Am to 4:00 P.M CST. 

 

The workshops will be held at the Cedar Hills Vineyard, 48970 375 th  Rd., Ravenna, NE  68869 

 

Early registration $15.00 and $20.00 day of workshop.  Lunch and breaks included in registration.   

Early registration is encouraged so that adequate material is available for those attending.   

 

Contacts:  Joyce Sears 308 -380-1718 or 308 -452-3181 or japsears@rcom -ne.com   for map and directions - 

www.cedarhillsvineyard.com  

 

High school students learning about renewable 

energy at the successful Renewable Energy  

Workshop for Educators that was held April 8, 

2009 at the Loup Basin RC&D  

 

Students taking a Microsoft Office Access 2007  

class at the Loup Basin Technology Center on 

April 7, 2009  

Sandhills Journey Scenic Byway  

              Interpretive Center  
The Interpretive and Visitors Center just on the east 

edge of Broken Bow on Highway 2 will provide travelers 

and visitors information about the Sandhills Journey  

Scenic Byway, a 272 -mile stretch of Nebraska Highway 2 

from Grand Island to Alliance.  The center will be open 

seven days a week from April to November each year.   

CONGRATULATIONS 
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Keep Loup Basin Beautiful keeping you in the òLoopó 

Just a Reminder 

Household Hazardous Waste Collections  
Greeley Co.  SPALDING , by SPALDING PUBLIC SCHOOL - 

May 6th, 8:30Am -10:30Am  

Loup Co.  TAYLOR, by the school - 

May 7th, 8:30Am -10:30Am  

Sherman Co.  COUNTY YARDS by Loup City - 

May 9th, 8:30Am -10:30Am  

Garfield Co.  BURWELL, North gate, Rodeo Grounds - 

May 9th, 8:30Am -10:30Am  

Valley Co.  ORD, Fair Gr. South entrance -  

                                       May 9th  9 -1PM  

 

Remember your donations for the FFAôs helping unload the materials. 

 
BE Careful Walking in Country Road Ditches 

 

Legislature Bill #5 passed the Legislature on February 27, 2009 and has been signed by the Governor on March 9.  It repels the state 

restrictions on wildlife trapping along the rights-of-way of county roads.  (It is still illegal to trap on all state roads -- this only ap-

plies to county roads.)  It authorizes counties to prohibit trapping wildlife in the county road rights-of-way which means that some 

counties may now allow traps to be set on the county road rights-of-way.  As we read the bill, if counties do not enact a resolution 

prohibiting it, then it is allowed. 

 

Check with your County Board, County Clerk or your area state wildlife area manager of the Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 

to see what the status is for your county.  The Board of Commissioners or Board of Supervisors may not have yet considered any 

action, so you may want to keep checking -- and visit with your board members if you have any concerns.  

One potential concern is for the safety of any volunteers out picking up litter along county roads.  If volunteers will be doing any 

litter pickups along county roads, they should definitely be aware of the possibility of traps, especially in taller grass or weeds where 

the traps might not be visible, if their particular county is going to allow them. 

 

  Join the Great American Cleanup 

 by calling Linda at 308-728-3393. 
 

The Keep Loup Basin BeautifulThe Keep Loup Basin Beautiful  

Mission Statement:Mission Statement:  

ñTo promote and provide environmental educationñTo promote and provide environmental education  

and projects that will leadand projects that will lead  

to litter prevention,to litter prevention,   

litter reduction, recycling, and beautificationlitter reduction, recycling, and beautification  

within the Loup Basin nine countiesòwithin the Loup Basin nine countiesò  
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